
 

 

               

 

August 3, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

We hope you are your family are healthy and safe during this unprecedented time. The past school 

year provided unexpected challenges, but we adjusted to ensure your child received a quality 

education. We want take this opportunity to thank you for all the relentless support you have shown 

Scotlandville Pre-Engineering Magnet Academy, and we are so excited about the upcoming 2020-

2021 school year. This letter is to provide you with some general information as we prepare for a 

new school year. 

 

As you are aware, East Baton Rouge School System has decided in the best interest and safety of 

the faculty, staff, and students to begin the 2020-2021 school year virtually. The official first day 

of school is Monday, August 10. The district will monitor the current health crisis (COVID) and 

reassess after Labor Day to determine if virtual learning will be extended or begin phasing students 

back into a face-to-face learning model. The health and continued learning of our students are our 

top priorities here at SPEMA. We can ensure you that your child will receive a high quality 

education utilizing the best resources we have to offer. Our teachers have been planning throughout 

the summer to enhance their skills to meet the needs of our students in a virtual setting.  

 

Due to the change from a traditional to a virtual class setting, a strong partnership with parents will 

be vital to ensuring the success of our students. Google Classroom will serve as the main platform 

for teacher/student interactions. This week the school will notify students and parents about their 

class schedules and designate times to retrieve chromebooks for those students who did not receive 

one in the spring. The following is a list of expectations that students should adhere to while 

engaging in the virtual learning experience: 

• Teachers will deliver instruction daily and students are expected to login via Google 

Classroom using the classroom codes corresponding to their class schedule. Students must 

follow their daily class schedules. 

• Students must be dressed appropriately each day; the school uniform is highly 

recommended. 

• Teachers will take attendance for each class period. 

• Students are responsible for the completion of classwork, quizzes, projects, etc. and will 

earn grades accordingly. 

• Students must be respectful at all times and use appropriate language while engaging with 

teacher and classmates. 

• Students must have their cameras on during class time for identification and academic 

honesty purposes. 
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• Student microphones should be muted to limit audio feedback and only turned on when 

directed by the teacher.  

• If you need internet support, visit https://techready.ebrschools.org/ and complete the 

survey.  

 

This year will be like no other, but we are committed to making this school year a successful one 

with your help. We will be sending messages and callouts throughout the week regarding student 

schedules and chromebook distribution times. Please visit www.gospema.org and our Facebook 

page to receive the latest updates and information. We are looking forward to partnering with you 

as we face this journey together. At SPEMA, we are always “Engineering Excellence.” 

 

Best Regards, 

 
Shalika Scott, Principal 
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